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and the religious community represents the 
essence of the Centennial Institute’s mission. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Mr. 
Jeff Hunt for his service. 
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RECOGNIZING MANN PLUMBING/ 
MPI SOLAR 

HON. TODD C. YOUNG 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 27, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, my 
home state of Indiana is a place where hard- 
work and innovation are rewarded. The spirit 
of entrepreneurship and innovation is a long 
held tradition of Indiana, and the work of Mann 
Plumbing is evidence that such tradition is 
alive and well. Today I am honored to high-
light their small business and recognize their 
good work. 

Mann Plumbing/MPI Solar is a full service 
plumbing and solar energy equipment com-
pany located in Bloomington, Indiana. The 
business was started by David Mann and 
originally began as a full service plumbing 
company in 1992. During the 2008 economic 
downturn the company embraced the situation 
as an opportunity to expand their business 
and product offerings into a new market. To 
do so they began offering solar products to 
customers. Mann Plumbing/MPI Solar is now 
a regional leader in this industry. Their big risk 
turned into a success story. 

Mann Plumbing/MPI Solar provides their 
services to countless Indiana businesses, in-
cluding: apartment houses, businesses, 
schools, and the Monroe County Government 
Building. 

Mann Plumbing/MPI Solar’s transition from 
a traditional plumbing shop to a full service 
plumbing and solar company during difficult 
economic times serves as a model for other 
businesses. David Mann and his team revital-
ized their business with new services and 
products that helped shepherd Mann Plumbing 
through a difficult economic period, and al-
lowed them to expand and thrive. 

Today, Mann Plumbing/MPI Solar offers a 
wide variety of products and services to their 
customers. Mann Plumbing/MPI Solar’s suc-
cess is possible in part, because of highly- 
trained and dedicated staff. Skilled, motivated 
workers form the backbone of the Hoosier 
workforce and remain the key to widespread, 
economic prosperity. 

I am proud to represent Mann Plumbing/MPI 
Solar and hope their willingness to take risk 
and ability to adapt serves to inspire others. I 
am pleased to highlight their good work today 
in this installment of Indiana’s 9th Congres-
sional District Small Business Spotlight. 
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a true leader in the Riverdale commu-
nity, Ruth Friendly, who has been actively in-
volved in several different neighborhood orga-
nizations for many years. 

A former school teacher, Ruth was exten-
sively involved in the curriculum development 
for the Scarsdale public school system before 
leaving the classroom in 1981 to join her hus-
band, Fred Friendly, to work in media. Ruth 
served as a researcher, editor, producer, and 
executive producer for many landmark PBS 
series, and was an integral part of a team that 
received countless awards, including several 
for the series The Constitution: That Delicate 
Balance. 

Ruth also produced over 200 non-televised 
programs for civic, legal, business, and edu-
cational organizations, often moderated by 
Fred. For 16 years, she served as Vice Presi-
dent and Senior Editorial Director at Fred 
Friendly Seminars. 

Yet, in spite of her busy schedule, Ruth al-
ways found time to help the community. For 
the past eight years, she has been an active 
Board Member of Riverdale Neighborhood 
House. Ruth has also served on the Riverdale 
Senior Services Board, the Riverdale Mental 
Health Board, and the Fieldston Property 
Owners Association. She has also been active 
in the New York State court system, where 
she currently serves as Commissioner of the 
New York State Commission on Judicial Nomi-
nation, Court of Appeals, and as a panel 
member for the Disciplinary Committee of the 
Appellate Division, New York Supreme Court. 

This year, Riverdale Neighborhood House is 
honoring Ruth at their 2015 Annual Benefit. I 
want to congratulate Ruth on this honor and 
thank her for her years of dedicated service to 
the community. 
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Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my good friend Robert T. Grand, who 
turns 60 this year. 

A graduate of Wabash College and IU 
McKinney School of law, Bob has committed 
his adult life to public service. 

Bob has been a tremendous advocate for 
Hoosiers through his work with former Indiana 
Gov. Bob Orr, Senator Dick Lugar, President 
Bush, Governor Mike Pence, and Senator DAN 
COATS and his efforts working for common- 
sense public policy, especially in areas of gov-
ernment regulation. 

In fact, the 2016 edition of Best Lawyers in 
America, named Bob as ‘‘Lawyer of the Year’’ 
for his work in government relations practice 
and municipal law. 

Bob, congrats on six decades of success 
and here’s to many more years of health and 
happiness. 
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HONORING CHANCELLOR LARRY 
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Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Larry Neil Vanderhoef, a long- 
serving Chancellor at the University of Cali-

fornia, Davis. On October 15, Larry passed 
away at age 74. I was fortunate to call him my 
friend, and he will truly be missed. 

Chancellor Vanderhoef grew up from adver-
sity and humble beginnings to be an incredible 
leader. He was raised in a small factory town 
in Wisconsin, and became the first in his fam-
ily to finish high school and one of the few in 
his small town to go to college. He received 
his BA and MS in Biology from the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and he later pursued 
and received his Ph.D in Plant Biochemistry 
from Purdue University. 

The Chancellor was a true visionary and 
academic diplomat, not just for the University 
of Davis but also for the wider Davis commu-
nity. His extraordinary dedication is best de-
scribed by the legacy he leaves behind. He 
devoted more than a quarter-century of his life 
to UC Davis, first as Provost and Executive 
Vice Chancellor from 1984 to 1994, and then 
as Chancellor for fifteen years after that—fi-
nally retiring in 2009. He was an academic 
servant who had a vision for UC Davis, and 
today the campus is one of the top leading re-
search universities in the nation. 

Throughout his life, Chancellor Vanderhoef 
was a tireless advocate for higher education 
whose passion and dedication transformed UC 
Davis. Almost every aspect of the university 
was impacted by his efforts to improve the 
education system, including the university’s 
national rankings, student population, faculty, 
and research initiatives and facilities. Under 
Chancellor Vanderhoef’s leadership, student 
enrollment grew from 22,000 to more than 
30,000, the faculty increased by 44%, class-
room, lab, and office space expanded by 6 
million square feet, and the National Science 
Foundation ranked UC Davis in the top 10 in 
the nation for research funding among other 
public universities. 

He was a visionary leader who made great 
strides toward bettering not only the university, 
but also the community of Davis. He held a 
strong passion for music and the arts, and ad-
vocated for the construction of what is now the 
Shrem Museum of Art. His promise to build a 
world-class performing arts center was real-
ized in 2002 when doors opened to the Robert 
and Margrit Mondavi Center for the Performing 
Arts, placing the university on the world stage. 
The performing arts center also serves as a 
beautiful new south entrance to the campus, 
making it more accessible to the public. 

During his tenure as Chancellor, UC Davis 
was admitted into the Association of American 
Universities, a prestigious organization with 
only 62 members in the United States and 
Canada. Chancellor Vanderhoef’s support of 
the sciences and medical research was re-
flected in his many initiatives on campus such 
as the creation of the Robert Mondavi Institute 
for Wine and Food Science. He also trans-
formed the Sacramento County Hospital into 
what is known today as the highly renowned 
UC Davis Health System, providing patients 
with the highest of quality care. The health 
system includes the UC Davis Medical Center, 
UC Davis School of Medicine, The Betty Irene 
Moore School of Nursing, and the UC Davis 
Medical Group. Not only does the UC Davis 
Health System conduct innovative research, 
but it stimulates Sacramento’s economy by 
creating more than 20,000 jobs and gener-
ating $3.4 billion annually in economic output. 

In addition to the arts and sciences, Chan-
cellor Vanderhoef was a firm believer in the 
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